
















































































































































































t h e  need f o r  s t a t i n g  t he  s imple Gospel 
i n  every sermon. Why? Not because i t  i s  a  new 
s t o r y  f o r  t h e  people  t o  hea r ,  bu t  because i t  i s  
t h e  power of God working i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  
P re s iden t  Schuetze ' s  paper h a s  l a i d  t h e  s o l i d  
foundat ions  of Law, Gospel, and t h e i r  use .  It 
must be s a id :  R e p e t i t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  
does no t  imply t h a t  t h e  church h a s  no th ing  t o  
say;  i t  shows t h a t  God's people  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  
God's communications w i th  God's power. It seems 
so obvious,  y e t  seminarians a r e  o f t e n  tempted t o  
assume t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  people "know" a l l  t hose  
Bib le  t r u t h s ,  one should move on t o  g r e a t e r  
t h e o l o g i c a l  concerns and he igh t s .  The essay  i s  
a sober ing  l e s s o n  i n  keeping one ' s  t h e o l o g i c a l  
f e e t  on t h e  ground. Whatever may o r  does con- 
f r o n t  t h e  church of our  day i n  d o c t r i n e ,  e t h i c s ,  
counsel ing,  and so  on, u n l e s s  God's people  have a  
proper  understanding of Law and Gospel, they can- 
no t  d e a l  wi th  modern i s s u e s  i n  a  God-pleasing 
manner. 

I n  t h e  sub-sect ion e n t i t l e d  "The Purpose of 
t he  Gospel" we f i n d  a  s t rong  expos i t i on  of t h e  
a r t i c u l u s  s t a n t i s  e t  c a d e n t i s  of t h e  church,  
How o f t e n  I f i n d  f i r s t  yea r  s t u d e n t s  f a l l i n g  prey 
t o  a  common theo log ica l -  d i s e a s e  I c a l l  " s a n c t i f  i- 
c a t i o n i t i s . "  D u t i f u l l y  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  sermon 
they succumb. The Law of God i s  u s u a l l y  presen ted  
c l e a r l y  and i n  a proper  manner, bu t  then  t h e  
d i s e a s e  s t r i k e s ,  One w a i t s  f o r  an adequate  expo- 
s i t i o n  of t h e  Gospel a s  an answer, y e t  one w a i t s  
i n  va in .  The s tuden t  o f t e n  g i v e s  an exceedingly 
b r i e f  summary of t h e  Gospel and immedia tdy  spends 
t h e  ma jo r i t y  of t h e  sermon i n  haranguing people  t o  
a  more s a n c t i f i e d  L i f e .  The tempta t ion  t o  dwell  
on s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  i s  always s t rong  i n  preaching.  
The p a s t o r  f a c e s  a l l  k inds  of problems i n  t h e  
congregat ion and, a s  a r e s u l t ,  i s  o f t e n  tempted 
t o  seek t h e  s o l u t i o n  based on Law, not  Gospel,  

The e s s a y i s t  p r o p e r l y  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  u n l e s s  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  pu re  and a t  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  
C h r i s t i a n ' s  l i f e ,  l e g a l  e x h o r t a t i o n s  a r e  u s e l e s s .  

I n  t h e  sub-seceion e n t i t l e d  "Civic Righteous- 
ness , "  one i s  reminded of t h e  f i r s t  us'e of t h e  
Law and a  c e r t a i n  s anc t ion  which s o c i e t y  and even 
some churches p l a c e  on t h i s  u se ,  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h e  
Moral Major i ty  and i t s  at tempted in f luence  on 
government po l i cy .  I n  the l i g h t  of some reformed 
theology, wi th  i t s  a t tempt  t o  merge t h e  two king- 
doms, t h e  people  aE God had b e t t e r  remember t h i s  
proper  u se  of t h e  Law, Our essay  r e c a l l s  t h e  
c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  must make i n  t h e  
use  of t h e  Law -- a l l  t h r e e  u se s .  

Another po in t  t h e  w r i t e r  exp lo re s  i s  t h e  d i f -  
f e r ence  between t h e  outward performance of t h e  
Law and t h e  i nne r  a t t i t u d e  o r  mot iva t ion .  With 
t h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s  i n  the a c t i v e  m i n i s t r y  -- 
Hispanic ,  deaf ,  and r e g u l a r  Anglo-Saxon congrega- 
t i o n s  -- I can t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  need f o r  c l a r i f i c a -  
t i o n  on t h i s  i s s u e ,  Our o m  people  o f t e n  f a l l  
i n t o  t h e  t r a p  o f  t h ink ing  outward observance 
means acceptance by God a s  obedience. The empha- 
sis on mot iva t ion  should be h igh  on t h e  agenda of 
any preacher .  I ,  Ear one, b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a l a c k  
of emphasis on t h i s  nexus, t h i s  connect ion between 
Gospel and t h e  t h i r d  use ,  between mot iva t ion  and 
a c t u a l i z a t i o n .  

The sub-sect i o n  on '"mputed Righteousness" 
c a l l s  f o r  l i t t l e  comment. Th i s  f o r c e f u l  exposi- 
t i o n  of t h e  a l i e n  r i gh t eousnes s  t h a t  i s  now o u r s  
i s  t h e  s o l i d  "meat" of t h e  Gospel. Sure ly ,  i f  
Luther  discovered noth ing  else, we would be i n  
debt  t o  him. This  i s  t h e  road t o  heaven. I am 
one who f e e l s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of o b j e c t i v e  j u s t i f i -  
c a t i o n  ranks  as conse rva t ive  Lutheranism's  g r e a t  



c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Christendom. I am aware of t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  we on t h e  American scene have 
made not  only t o  Lutheranism bu t  a l s o  t o  Chris-  
tendom, t h e  v a r i o u s  d o c t r i n e s  of t h e  Holy Scr ip-  
tuxes .  Yet,  f o r  my p a r t ,  o b j e c t i v e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
s u r e l y  ranks  a t  t h e  top  of t h e  l i s t .  Mere i s  no 
mix ture  of Law and Gospel,  no sub j ec t i v i sm ,  no 
confus ion  of works and g race ,  If one l o s e s  t h i s  
a l i e n ,  o b j e c t i v e ,  e x t e r n a l  even t  of Calvary;  t hen  
he  i s  a l r eady  o f f  t h e  t r a c k  t h e o l o g i c a l l y .  W e  
owe our e s s a y i s t  a  v o t e  of thanks  f o r  h i s  c l a r i o n  
c a l l  t o  p r e c i s e ,  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  c r u c i -  
f i e d  and r i s e n  C h r i s t  and a l l  He h a s  won by h i s  
s a c r i f i c e *  I t  i s  t o  be hoped t h a t  our  c l e r g y  
w i l l  con t i nue  i n  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  of proclaiming 
the c e n t r a l i t y  of o b j e c t i v e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  which 
places a l l  i t s  b e n e f i t s  upon t h e  b e l i e v i n g  person.  

11. ABUSE: LEGALISM 

Here our  speaker  spends a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t i m e  
on t h e  d o c t r i n e  of Rome wi th  i t s  a b e r r a t i o n  of 
mixing Law and Gospel. While he  d e a l s  w i th  t h e  
t o p i c  under d i s c u s s i o n ,  I f e l t  t h e  need t o  h e a r  
more sf our  p r o t e s t a n t  b r e t h r e n .  I would have 
app rec i a t ed  more r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  spectrum, There is  only one Lutheran  
Hour and one t e l e v i s i o n  program, bu t  many O r a l  
Roberts ,  Robert  S c h u l l e r s  and E rnes t  A i n s l e e s ,  
For my p a r t  our  people  f a c e  a  more dangerous 
t h e o l o g i c a l  problem i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  I n  t h i s  coun- 
t r y  we a r e  inundated w i th  B a p t i s t  theology,  
Its t h e o l o g i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  must be unders tood 
and app rec i a t ed  by our  people .  

Pe r sona l  Righteousness  

Pe r sona l  r i gh t eousnes s  o r  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  is 
the  s u b - t i t l e  of t h e  paper  and i s  d e a l t  w i th  i n  
t h i s  p a r t ,  It seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  t o p i c  l i e s  

a t  t h e  r o o t  of much c l e r i c a l  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  It i s  
no mere academic ma t t e r .  Our members may n o t  
w r i t e  papers  a g a i n s t  t h e  t h i r d  u s e  of t h e  Law, 
bu t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, many a r e  n o t  a c t i v e  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  of C h r i s t i a n  renewal.  They a r e  o f t e n  
d e  f a c t o  l e g a l i s t s  o r  ant inomians.  Ask any 
p a s t o r  about  s tewardsh ip ,  evangelism, communion 
a t tendance ,  p r aye r  l i f e  and s o  on. You a l l  know 
t h e  comments you r e c e i v e  from f r u s t r a t e d  p a s t o r s .  

Persona l  r i gh t eousnes s  o r  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  is 
an  on-going problem f o r  every s i n g l e  p a s t o r  i n  
our  churches .  Why i s  i t  a  problem? The paper  
h a s  s p e l l e d  i t  ou t  i n  i t s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  man 
of God a s  simul j u s t u s  e t  pecca to r .  The Old Adam 
is  s t i l l  w i th  u s  and w i l l  be u n t i l  t h e  day Me 
c a l l s  u s  t o  Himself.  While t h e  New Man s t r u g g l e s  
t o  p l e a s e  God, t h e  Old Man of S i n  d r ags  God's 
people  down. The s t r u g g l e  w i l l  never  end u n t i l  
our  eyes  c l o s e  i n  dea th .  T h i s  is  t h e  f i r s t  reason  
why t h e  problem w i l l  never  go away. 

But t h e r e  i s  ano the r  problem and t h e  e s s a y i s t  
ha s  spoken p l a i n l y  on t h e  m a t t e r ;  i t  i s  t h e  temp- 
t a t i o n  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  Law i n  p l a c e  of Gospel, o r  
should we s a y  t h a t  we "love" t o  make Gospel Law? 
H e  c o r r e c t l y  po in t ed  ou t  t h a t  t h e  tempta t ion  i s  
t o  mora l ize ,  t o  "brow-beat" people  i n t o  accept-  
a b l e  a c t i o n  and l i f e - s t y l e s .  H i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of 
t h e  t i t h e  and s tewardship i s  a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  
It  i s  s o  easy t o  l e g a l i z e  t h e  Gospel mot iva t ion ,  
t o  p l a c e  on our  people  a  " g u i l t  t r i p "  i n  o r d e r  t o  
accomplish our  goa l s .  " I f  you don ' t  p ledge t e n  
pe rcen t  of your income, you d o n ' t  l o v e  Jesus!"  
Have we eve r  f e l t  l i k e  t h a t  o r  implied t h a t  t o  
o u r  people? I ' m  a f r a i d  I must con fe s s  t o  t h a t  
crime, It may have been i n  some o t h e r  a r e a  of 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  l i f e  -- n o t  on ly  s tewardsh ip  -- 
but  t h e r e  i t  was; and we were e n e r g e t i c a l l y  
mixing Law and Gospel, a l l  t o  t h e  g l o r y  of God. 
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a t  t h e  seminary. My m i n i s t r y  i s  conducted i n  
s i g n  language. Sign language h a s  about 6000 
words and our spoken Engl i sh  language about  
250,000. You can a n t i c i p a t e  my next  words. I n  
communicating t h e  Gospel I must reduce 250 words - 

t o  6 ,  It is  t h i s  min i s t ry  t h a t  makes m e  s o  aware 
of t h e  f a i l u r e  of p a s t o r s  adequately t o  communi- 
c a t e  C h r i s t .  So-called " l i t t l e  th ingsv t  l i k e  mak- 
ing  s u r e  you say t h e  C h r i s t i a n  i s  f r e e  from t h e  
cu r se  of t h e  Law, no t  f r e e  from t h e  Law, a r e  
c r u c i a l  i n  communication, You may use  t h e  word 
Gospel i n  t h e  broad o r  narrow sense ;  you may u s e  
t h e  word r epen t  i n  t h e  broad o r  narrow sense ;  
o r  you may use  t h e  phrase  " f r e e  from t h e  ~ a w "  i n  

d t he  c o r r e c t  sense ,  but  you must c o m u n i c a t e  t h a t  
! r e a l i t y  c l e a r l y .  Our essay  has  touched on t h a t  

p o i n t .  

I t  i s  under t h i s  l a s t  s e c t i o n  t h a t  I f e e l  we 
may meet many of our  good members. No, they  a r e  
no t  c l a s s i c a l  ant inomians;  they don ' t  want t o  be ,  
But I do cons ider  many of our  people  a s  be ing  
" p r a c t i c i n g  antinomians." What do I mean? I mean 

4 they a r e  n o t  knowingly condemning t h e  Law; they  
s i m p l y  ignore  i t .  AS long  a s  t h e  g race  of God i s  
f r e e  and p re sen t ,  my weekly drunken.binges,  my 
abuse of my wi fe  and c h i l d r e n ,  my f o u l  and b l a s -  
phemous mouth won't bo the r  m e  t oo  much. L can 
always s t a r t  over aga in ,  and aga in ,  and aga in ,  
and again.  Oh, we l l ,  nex t  t ime, I t h i n k ,  I hope. 
Are any of you men s t r u g g l i n g  wi th  one of t h e  
s a i n t s  l i k e  t h a t ?  I know you a r e ;  so are a thou- 
sand of your b r e t h r e n  ou t  t h e r e ,  i4I-ioeve-r s a i d  
t h e  l e g a l i s t s  and ant inomians a r e  museum p i e c e s ?  
Thev a r e  a l i v e  and wel l :  they need our  P rave r s  

CONCLUSIONS 

M r .  Chairman, t h e  b r e t h r e n  have been k ind  
and p a t i e n t  wi th  me. They have enjoyed a  sp lendid  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  by P re s iden t  Schuetze of LAW AND 
GOSPEL I N  LUTHER AND THE CONFESSIONS (with s p e c i a l  
r e f e r ence  t o  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  and t h e  t h i r d  u se  of 
t h e  law). I am s u r e  you w i l l  ag ree  my comments 
bu t  h igh l igh t ed  h i s  B i b l i c a l ,  con fe s s iona l  m a t e r i a l ,  
Y e t  I would n o t  say "Amen!" u n t i l  I mention a few 
sugges t ions  I would l i k e  t h e  b r e t h r e n  and our  
e s s a y i s t  t o  cons ider .  

1. HOLY SCRIPTURE: I a m  aware t h a t  t h e  t o p i c  
under d i s cus s ion  d i d  n o t  add re s s  i t s e l f  t o  "what 
does t h e  B ib l e  say?" y e t  f o r  my p a r t  I would l i k e  
t o  encourage a l l  of u s  t o  u t i l i z e  S c r i p t u r e  t o  a  
g r e a t e r  degree i n  our  d o c t r i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  
Even as I w r i t e  t h i s ,  I have a confess ion  t o  make. 
I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  Concordia Theologica l  Qua r t e r ly  

- - 
an essay  o t  mine appears:  Luther  t h e  See l so rge r .  
Las t  week I scanned t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  p r i n t ,  and I 
app l i ed  t o  myself t h e  sugges t ion  I j u s t  o f f e r ed .  
I f  I wrote  i t  aga in ,  I would t u r n  move t o  t h e  
S c r i p t u r e s .  It i s  n o t  t h a t  w e  Lutherans confuse 
t h e  nsrma normans w i th  t h e  norma normata; bu t  
t h e r e  is  t h a t  hea l thy  unde r l i n ing ,  underscoring,  
reviewing, renewing, r e f r e s h i n g  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  
l i v i n g  vo ice  of God i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  sources  
a l l  of our  confess ions ,  a l l  of our  w i tnes s  -- 
then and now. I would l i k e  t o  see more r e f e r ence  
t o  t h e  wel l -spr ing of our  f a i t h  added on t o  t h e  
magnif icent  m a t e r i a l  w e  heard.  

There i s  another  reason  f o r  t h e  r e f e r r a l  t o  
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  be s ides  t h a t  mentioned above, 
It has  t o  do wi th  d o c t r i n a l  vis-a-vis  B i b l i c a l  
teaching.  No, I do n o t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  past- t ime 
of some of our  l i b e r a l  b r e t h r e n  who oppose doc- 
t r i n a l  s t a t emen t s  w i th  B i b l i c a l  s ta tements ,  



a t  t h e  seminary. My m i n i s t r y  i s  conducted i n  
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t o  6 ,  It is  t h i s  min i s t ry  t h a t  makes m e  s o  aware 
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endeavoring t o  show t h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  man-made 
and t h e  Bib le  something e l s e  -- whatever t h a t  
may be. I pean t h e  p r a c t i c a l  problem of f a l l i n g  
back on t h e  h a b i t  of us ing  our  t h e o l o g i c a l  form- 
u l a s  almost t o  t h e  exc lus ion  of S c r i p t u r e .  It 
was brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  y e a r s  ago when our  
laymen were overwhelmed by home-visit ing Jeho- 
v a h ' s  Witnesses.  Our people  f loundered,  stumbled 
around i n  v a i n  a t t empt s  t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  Bible- 
spout ing Witnesses.  Quoting t h e  Nicene Creed 
i s  no answer t o  an Arian o r  a  Nes tor ian  o r  a 
Doce t i s t .  I would l i k e  t o  s ee  our  churches l e a d  
our  people i n t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  b a s i s  of our doc- 
t r i n e s ,  no t  j u s t  our con fe s s iona l  o r  c a t e c h e t i c a l  
summaries. Who has  n o t  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  complaint 
t h a t  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t s  know t h e  Bib le  b e t t e r  
than our people? I t ' s  t r u e ;  they do! Perhaps 
we can begin t o  d e a l  wi th  t h a t  by making s u r e  we 
remind ou r se lves  of t h e  u l t i m a t e  source of our  
a u t h o r i t y ,  t he  Word. 

2 .  PRACTICAL EXAMPLES: Severa l  examples 
were given i n  t h e  paper a s  i l l u s t r a t o r s  of t h e  
p ropos i t i ons  and proofs .  These were w e l l  chosen 
and apropos t o  t he  m a t e r i a l .  Yet, I d id  f e e l  
inore a t t e n t i o n  could have been given t o  i l l u s t r a -  
t i o n s  from t h e  l i v e s  of our  people ,  For example, 
i n  p re sen t ing  and d e f i n i n g  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  aber ra -  
t i o n s  of t h e  p a s t ,  would i t  not  be h e l p f u l  t o  
o f f e r  s e v e r a l  examples of them on the  c u r r e n t  
t h e o l o g i c a l  scene? I t  would be h e l p f u l  to demsn- 
s t r a t e  t o  our  members and our own c l e rgy  t h e  
contemporary h e i r s  of t he se  anc i en t  e r r o r s ,  P E  
you have ever  d e a l t  wi th  Jehovah 's  Witnesses  -- 
I had t o  a s  a  young p a s t o r  i n  a deaf congregat ion 
when a  dozen JW's descended on my congregat ion 
a f t e r  s e r v i c e s  and t r i e d  t o  t ake  over i n  formal 
and informal  deba tes  -- you begin t o  a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e  demonic na tu re  of Arianism. There i s  no one 
he re  today who doesn ' t  want t o  make our  theology 

e x c i t i n g  and a l i v e  f o r  our  people.  Lutheranism 
is  no t  simply a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a t t l e s  of t h e  
s i x t e e n t h  cen tury  o r  t h e  s i x t h .  He re s i e s  and 
schisms a r e  a l i v e  and w e l l  and a c t i v e  on our  
p l ane t .  Th i s  p a s t  week we a t  our  F t .  Wayne- 
seminary had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of l i s t e n i n g  t o  Moishe 
Rosen of Jews f o r  J e sus .  The o rgan iza t ion  i s  
C a l v i n i s t i c  and m i l l e n n i a l i s t i c ,  b u t  they have 
much t o  teach  u s  on c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  miss ion  work. 
Rosen commented t h a t  h e  cons idered  t h e  LCMS ( i f  
he  were h e r e ,  he would add t h e  ELS and t h e  WELS) 
t h e  only segment of Lutheranism wi th  hope f o r  
t h e  J e w .  H e  lamented t h e  l o s s  of sound d o c t r i n e ,  
inc lud ing  t h e  s p e c i f i c  Gospel and t h e  Great Com- 
mission from t h e  o t h e r  Lutheran synods. I n  h i s  
ex t ens ive  l e c t u r i n g  and d ia loguing  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  
synods, they  have l e t  him know t h a t  they cons ide r  
t h e  Jewish covenant adequate  f o r  Jewish people  and 
t h a t  i t  i s  no t  necessary  t o  evangel ize  t h e  Jews. 
HOW about t h a t  f o r  a  modern.example of u n i t a r i -  
anism? I have i t  on r a t h e r  good a u t h o r i t y ,  an 
ex- facu l ty  member, t h a t  one of our  Lutheran 
co l l eges ,  no t  t h e  LCMS, i n v i t e s  Bhuddists  and 
Muslims t o  speak i n  chapel .  How i s  t h a t  f o r  
un iversa l i sm? I n  a l l  our  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  l e t  u s  
draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  our  modern world a s  much as 
w e  can. 

3 .  MODERN APPLICATION: T h i s  sugges t ion  over- 
l a p s  our  prev ious  comment on p r a c t i c a l  examples; 
y e t ,  perhaps some emphasis o r  nuance can be found 
i n  t h i s  p o i n t .  1 a l luded  t o  it i n  my comment on 
t h e  need t o  demonstrate  t h a t  d o c t r i n a l  concerns 
a r e  t h e  concern of every C h r i s t i a h ,  layman, o r  
c le rgy .  I understand t h a t  t h e  ass igned  t o p i c  d id  
c i rcumscr ibe  t h e  e s s a y i s t  t o  a  l i m i t e d  f i e l d ,  
Me does i nc lude  s e v e r a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  y e t  t h e  
use  of a d d i t i o n a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o r  a t  l e a s t  
spending more t ime on those  c i t e d  would have been 
more h e l p f u l .  Never the less ,  I would s t r e s s  t h e  
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a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  problems t o  t h e  presmt 
l i v e s  of our  people .  Th i s  does  n o t  on ly  i nd i -  
c a t e  church bodies ,  t h e i r  d o c t r i n a l  and fel low- 
s h i p  s t a n c e s ;  bu t  a l s o  means t h e  l i v e s  of our  
people  should be ev iden t  i n  our  t h e o l o g i c a l  
concerns.  Mixed marr iages ,  d ivo rce s ,  m a r i t a l  
i n f i d e l i t y ,  c h i l d  abuse,  ques t i onab l e  bus ine s s  
p r a c t i c e s ,  and t h e  l i k e ,  a r e  a l l  p o i n t s  of con- 
t a c t  wi th  our  l i v i n g  f a i t h .  Young and o l d  
Lutherans  of a l l  t h e  synods r ep re sen t ed  h e r e  
d i s c u s s  t h e  nuc l ea r  deba tes ,  t h e  problems inher -  
e n t  i n  t h e  confus ion  of t h e  two kingdoms, and 
a l l  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  i l l s  of man t h a t  plague u s  
- - soc ia l ,  e t h i c a l ,  and t h e o l o g i c a l .  None of u s  
wants t h e  ind ic tment  t h a t  we a r e  on ly  a b l e  t o  
g ive  p a t  answers t o  complex ques t i ons .  We owe 
our people  b e t t e r  than  t h a t .  Communication and 
conv ic t i on  t a k e  p l a c e  when two t a k e  each o t h e r  
s e r i o u s l y  even when one i s  i n  e r r o r .  A s  p a s t o r s  
and t heo log i ans  w e  d e s i r e  t o  speak t o  our  world,  
our  members i n  our  day, b r i ng ing  t o  every  d i scus-  
s i o n  t h e  age-old t r u t h s  of God's Word. Even 
though w e  may cons ide r  ~ u t h e r ' s  T ischreden  w i th  
jaundiced eye,  one t r u t h  i s  very  apparen t  i n  
t h e s e  h a s t y  no t e s :  Mar t in  Luther  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
r e a l  world and was involved i n  r e a l  problems wi th  
r e a l  people  a t  h i s  t i m e  and i n  h i s  p l a c e .  

For t h e  r e s t ,  I l e a v e  i t  t o  your h e a r t s ,  your 
pe rcep t ions .  For my p a r t  I a p p r e c i a t e d  a  r e a l l y  
sp l end id  paper  on a modern, needed t o p i c ,  
P r e s i d e n t  Schuetze h a s  g iven  u s  a  document worthy 
of review and r e c a l l .  I p e r s o n a l l y  thank him f o r  
a  theology t h a t  i s  Lutheran,  bold,  c l e a r ,  and 
u sab l e .  I ' m  s u r e  a l l  t h e  b r e t h r e n  p r e s e n t  concur.  
Thank you. 




